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My Thoughts: The Murderbot Diaries (Book 1-4) 


| read books 1-4 of The Murderbot Diaries, by Matha Wells, in the last 2 weeks. They were a fairly easy and 
quick read, each being around 150 page novellas. 


| am not too much of a science fiction reader, so | am not aware of how these novellas compare with the best 
of the genre. This came highly praised, recommended and awarded, so | gave them a try. After reading it, 
though, | fail to understand the praise and the hype. The more | think about it, the more bland and meh it feels. 
Atleast they're short and don't overstay their welcome. 


The story revolves around the protagonist, Murderbot, who's is self aware humanoid android robot. (Pardon 
me, | am not aware of the usual terminologies used in science fiction reader circles and may butcher the terms.) 
The story is told in first person from Murderbot's POV, who has secretly managed to take control of itself and is 
no longer under the command of its owner company. It's worried that it might commit mass murder (which it 
might've done earlier, hence it has nicknamed itself as such), now that it's no longer under supervision. Instead 
it's more interested in watching serials and dramas to pass the time between protecting a bunch of humans on 
mission in each book. 


The character of Murderbot is interesting, quirky and socially awkward. It's fun to read Murderbot's inner 
thoughts and its awkwardness in trying to pass off as a human and dealing with human emotions and 
interactions. The downside was the Murderbot never really felt to be in real danger. It was always in control of 
almost every situation and environment, hacking its way into every network and electronic hardware in its 
vicinity. Also, the fact that it's not really human, removed any sense of danger and felt like it can always be put 
back together if damaged. 


The secondary characters include a bunch of human characters and few other robots. The human characters are 
mostly forgettable. Among the notable non-human characters are ART, who is a supercomputer/Al who helps 
Murderbot in the 2nd book. The uneasy alliance and banter between Murderbot and ART was the highlight of 
that book and | hope to see ART in the other books. The 2nd book also featured a semi-self-concious bot 
under the command of the villain, whose intentions and actions were mysterious. | hope it makes a comeback. 
The 3rd book featured another bot who was really bonded to its owner like a friend. These were the characters 
that stood out. 


The 1st book felt the best among the four I've read. There was a real threat and sense of danger in that story, 
both to the Murderbot and to the humans. As the books progressed, that sense of danger felt lost. As | 
mentioned, the books are a quick and easy read, but nothing really stays with you after you finish them. The 
5th book, | think is a novel. The 6th one is again a novella. | don't have any urgent interest to read them but will 
definitely come back to the series later. 


PS: The prices of these novellas are atrocious! Each of them cost as much as a full length novel. 


https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32758901-all-systems-red 


1 of 13 1/15/2025, 4:04 PM 


My Thoughts: The Murderbot Diaries (Book 1-4) : r/Fantasy https://www.reddit.com/r/Fantasy/comments/zaove5/my_thoughts_the... 


— © @) @ r/Fantasy x] Log In eee 


39 48 Share 


Sort by: Old Search Comments 


kmmontandon « 2y ago 


| read the first one, and was incredibly underwhelmed. If felt like it was trying too hard to create a meme- 
worthy character and generate one-liners, but didn’t actually put in the effort and failed at both. 


-2 


[deleted] + 2y ago 


They're among my favorite books. In fact, | re- read them occasionally. | think what she does remarkably is 
create a self-aware artificial construct with loyalty and caring but sans sexual impulse or the desire for 
closeness. Although | have to say, | always think of Murderbot as female 


32 
Flyingtacobob + 2y ago 
That's interesting, | always think of Murderbot as male. What makes you think female? 
2 
[deleted] + 2y ago 
| don't know particularly. | think because | am? 
9 
Flyingtacobob + 2y ago 
| suppose that makes sense! That's the same reason | always think male. Lol 
6 
DanNZN « 2y ago 


| think this is really what makes the series great or not for the reader. How well you can put 
yourself into Murderbots shoes. 


10 


TalkToPlantsNotCops « 2y ago 


| do this too. If | don't know the gender of a character, or a person commenting online even, in 
my head they're a woman. Because | just project myself on everyone | guess. 
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grand_prismatic + 2y ago 
As a male, | also think of murderbot as female 


2 


2 more replies 


(QDrrestguaran * 2y ago 


I'll be honest, | thought of Murderbot as female for the longest time because | kept seeing the 
author's name and the M there subconsciously altered my perception of Murderbot. 


It was a weird experience when | realized oh, yes, Murderbot is essentially gender-less and I've 
been using the wrong pronouns in my head. 


12 


Darirston * 2y ago 


| also pictured Murderbot as female (my mental picture was like Gwendolyn Christie). Murderbot also 
uses a female name as an alias twice, | think. So | was surprised when | listened to the audiobooks and 
the narrator was male, but he was excellent. 


6 

rimble42 + 2y ago 

| always think of her as female too. 
1 

sidewaysvulture + 2y ago 


| went the full spectrum for Murderbot in the first half of the first book. | started out with them as 
female (as | am) and then had a brief foray into male (cannot remember why) and then settled on 
them/it once we got to the parts of the book where they made their preferred identification clear. 


3 
nickgloaming + 2y ago 


Murderbot is agender. It's a construct without any physical sexual characteristics. 


1 


[deleted] + 2y ago 


Yes, which is why it's amusing that we're still assigning gender to it lol. 


1 


Bsc teyou tive * 2y ago 
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pronouns, seeing as its what Preservation and ART use) 


2 


EP rroimetunden * 2y ago 


| want to read them, but | cant bring myself to pay full prize for them. 
If my local library get them at some point III lend them from there. 


5 


Dircarcier * 2y ago 


Check online on your library's website. A lot of library systems will move a book to another local 
library for pickup. Some of them have interlibrary loan, which is awesome. 


1 


bodymnemonic »* 2y ago 


| really think Murderbot is portrayed as human who is treated as nonhuman due to inherent factors of 
their identity (big disability/conservatorship metaphor here and you can read in a lot of other 
marginalization). Murderbot is a fairly closed off character who struggles with emotional awareness and 
intimacy in the way that they have learned is expected in society like many of the typical child soldier 
characters of the spec fic genre. | also think the sense of danger is very simple in the first book because 
that is Murderbot's perspective. As it develops as a person (or character), its sense of danger changes and 
becomes less sure. | really like having completely non-human bots that are more and less similar to a 
human because there is the constant question in these books of “do the same rules and values apply to 
human and ‘sub-human’ beings.” | also like the reminders of while you can read disability narratives onto 
Murderbot, it isn't direct representation (like the potential to be hacked or have malware installed). 


19 


Whiskeyjack1977 + 2y ago 
The pricing is ludicrous, | won't pay it on principle despite enjoying the first one 
5 
[deleted] + 2y ago 
Your library has them. 
3 
slashermax ° 2y ago 


They're also on kindle unlimited 


1 
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NOTIN the UK 


1 
[deleted] + 2y ago 


That's a shame. 


1 


Whiskeyjack1977 + 2y ago 


Aye, it's come up on here a couple of times but it’s still not available here on KU. 


2 


2 Merle8888 + 2y ago 


| love Murderbot, but as with any books that depend heavily on character and voice, some will connect 
and others won't. Very glad | took a chance on these books despite my complete lack of interest in sci-fi 
thrillers. The characters are just so great. 


15 
ChikaoJ + 2y ago 


| agree with this, | definitely think the audiobook with Kevin R. Free gives Murderbot a perfect voice. | 
do understand that it's not for everyone though, it can be a tad dry. 


1 


EvilHarryDread + 2y ago 


| enjoyed the books having just read the first 4 in November. | don't understand all the 5* meme hype, but 
they're all solid 3* or 4* novellas that | enjoyed my time with. 


The pricing is absolutely crazy. Sometime this year or last year | was able to pick up each book on a 
massive sale of $2 or $3 each. Still waiting for the novel to get a daily deal. 


5 


UnderCoverKV220 + 2y ago 


| can understand your criticism, but i want to make one counterpoint/observation: throughout your entire 
review you name Murderbot as "it". And i think that is precisely what the series is all about, and where i 
dare say that you did not get the entirety of the books (i really don't mean this in a mean way!!): 
murderbot very much is an android, yes. But their personal growth during the series, and the fact that they 
are often more human than a lot of the humans they interact with, make this series so special to me. It's 
an exploration of “what it means to be human” much in the same vibe as the Wayfarers quadrillogy. 


TA 
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| agree with all this, but want to add that “it” pronouns for Murderbot are canonical. (That's deeply 
weird to me too, in my head Murderbot is usually “he.”) Jo Walton has a fun line about this in a book 
where she has a sentient machine protagonist reflect that to him, “he” is the pronoun of personhood 
because it’s what people started using the moment they realized he was sentient. There's a lot to chew 
on in that statement. 


10 


UnderCoverKV220 + 2y ago 


Ohw yes, thanks for the clarification! 


2 


(Dvesubicazesaru * 2y ago 


| agree that | didn't see the hype either. | haven't read the whole series and it was on audio, but they were 
just sort of okay at best. | think I've read three. 


Compared to fantasy, | haven't read a ton of sci-fi, but it's certainly not amongst the best out there. 


1 


AngelDeath2 * 2y ago 


| only read the first one, but | totally agree. The character of Murderbot was slightly interesting, but the 
plot just seemed to be there so Murderbot could have something to do, the other characters just for 
Murderbot to have someone to interact with, and the world just a setting for Murderbot to exist in. None 
of it felt flushed out, or real 


| don't understand why people love it so much, but that's usually the case with books that are super 
popular. 


There is limitless great science fiction out there though 


-1 


(DPperouin ponders * 2y ago « Edited 2y ago 


| love Murderbot and they resonate very strongly with me. | don't expect Murderbot to be in danger - 
Murderbot generally considers danger to themselves as part of their function. The drama is in the danger 
to those Murderbot is currently protecting. 


The fifth book, Network Protocol, revolves around Art and his crew. If that's a highlight, | think you'd enjoy 
it. 


Edit: for anyone who wants to get a sense of the tone without buying the novellas, checkout a free short 
story here https://www.wired.com/story/future-of-work-compulsory-martha-wells/ 
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(QB aceraattact * 2y ago 


Your thoughts are why | haven't read past the 3rd, 2nd and 3rd felt like it started too slow for a novella 
and didn't have me hooked 
Ath is still on my radar to read at some point 


0 


(DPecatessn inj * 2y ago 


Loved this series. Need to read the latest release 


2 


QProrr * 2y ago 


the story revolves around the protagonist 


A bold choice indeed by the author! 


15 


SenseiRaheem « 2y ago 


POW! £24 


1 


brewfox + 2y ago 


Not being a big fan of sci-fi in general might be one big reason you didn't like these. It's not so much like 
epic fantasy, “the entire world is in danger! We literally couldn't have higher stakes for our protagonist to 
save the day!” 


Some sci-fi is like this, but a lot of it is more about metaphors for society. Murderbot has a lot of anti 
capitalist ideas, talks about what it means to be human through story telling, and the theme of “humans 
will be human even with large technology advancements” while building a believable futuristic world. It’s 
more about imagining what “could be” and why, contrasted with how we see the world now. 


| enjoy both sci-fi and fantasy, but in most cases they are very different and I'm often in the mood for one 
or the other. Despite murderbots short format and easy to read nature, | would argue that it’s pretty hard 
sci-fi for a lot of the reasons you mention and | wouldn't expect a lot of “pure fantasy” readers to enjoy it. 
For the record | thought it was very well done and had lots of themes that “stuck with me” 


9 
CD ratur pat OP + 2yago 
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| just read Project Hail Mary prior to this which is science fiction and exactly what you've added in 
quotes! @ 


Murderbot has a lot of anti capitalist ideas, talks about what it means to be human through 
story telling, and the theme of “humans will be human even with large technology 
advancements” while building a believable futuristic world. 


Agreed. | got all these themes while reading, though I'd have liked a better exploration of "what it 
means to be human". There aren't any meaningful relationships developed between Murderbot and 
any of the human characters in the first 4 books, it felt mostly superficial to me. The closest to this 
theme was Miki sacrificing itself to save its owner ignoring direct command because it considered the 
owner its best friend. Most of the humans in the books are shitty and the Murderbot usually witnesses 
the ugly side of humans. | would've liked it to see the more loving, caring and compassionate side of 
the humans and it trying to make sense of those behaviours. 


| enjoy both sci-fi and fantasy 


Any sci-fi recommendations for me to explore? 


3 
brewfox + 2y ago « Edited 2y ago 


Most of the humans are shitty because murderbot spends the most time in the capitalist sectors. 
That's one of the points of the book, society shapes behavior and the corp sectors forcing people 
to scrape by for life leads to shittier people (not to mention the propaganda). Quality of people 
improves drastically in the “communist” sectors. It’s also an answer to a lot of Al in sci-fi that’s 
COMPLETELY devoid of emotions. Murderbot is more analogous to current mental illness and how 
they're heavily stigmatized in our society. It would be weird to jump from literal forced 
suppression of emotions/humanity (again under capitalism as a futuristic metaphor) to cushy 
gushy relationships. | see what you're saying though, if interpersonal relationships are your bread 
and butter, it’s going to feel superrrrr slow. 


As far as sci-fi to recommend....based on the little | know about your tastes I'd say maybe Ender's 
game, red rising (large scope, fast progression), clockwork girl (might be too heavy), snow crash 
(cyberpunk with likable characters), forever war (military), falling free (space opera with a clever 
disabled protagonist that has a lot more “human” elements) 


11 


nickgloaming + 2y ago 
Any sci-fi recommendations for me to explore? 


If you want high stakes epic sci-fi: 
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Something a bit more cozy and grounded: 


e The Long Way to a Small, Angry Planet by Becky chambers and it’s sequels 
e Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
e The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K Le Guin 


Somewhere in between: 
e Ancillary Justice and sequels by Ann Leckie 


e A Memory Called Empire and A Desolation Called Peace by Arkady Martine 


4 


(Denauin ponders * 2y ago 


Remnant Population by Elizabeth Moon talks about similar issues in a different way. A old woman, 
considered useless due to her age, stays behind when the company that owns her colony decides 
it's no longer worth running and forces everyone to leave. Then the indigenous aliens arrive.. It has 
many of the same themes, and humans with hubris, but the resolution at the end is much more 
definite. It may resonate better with you. 


2 


@\rinwe. * 2y ago 


These are some of my favorite books! The audiobooks are amazing, | would highly recommend them. 
Huh, | always pictured Murderbot as male because he (it?) is voiced by a male narrator in the audiobook... 
| wonder if | would have pictured Murderbot as female if | just started with the regular book? 


1 


(DPirry.a4720 * 2y ago 


First was interesting quick read, but it got old fast after that. Agree on the cost. Getting tired of novellas 
passed of as novels. 


Murderbot books are not as bad as so many of the novella series that leave you with a giant cliff hanger. 
They are so obviously one book cut up to suck more money from readers. If they are good, | start getting 
the newer ones from the library. 


1 


SenseiRaheem + 2y ago 


| love Murderbot so much that | don’t recommend it to anyone anymore. 


NAlaAsabRin nw RA. eA nt An nnn AA ate nln LAR LA nent nd An nb A) Ann nnn | re ae eee 
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ss) r/Fantasy * 3 yr. ago 


Book Review: Exit Strategy (The Murderbot Diaries #4) by Martha Wells 


16 upvotes - 7 comments 


> r/audible « 1 yr. ago 


Murderbot - is the audiobook bad? 


21 upvotes - 41 comments 


r/scifi * 1 yr. ago 


"The Murderbot Diaries" are even BETTER with full cast audiobook! 


19 upvotes - 13 comments 


r/scifi * 3 yr. ago 


Short Trilling Murderbot Fun | Review: All Systems Red | The Murderbot Diaries Book 1 by Martha Wells 


13 upvotes - 4 comments 


ss) r/Fantasy * 3 yr. ago 


Book Review: All Systems Red (Murderbot Diaries #1) by Martha Wells 


97 upvotes - 14 comments 


a) r/Fantasy « 10 mo. ago 
SPOILER 
A few thoughts about The Murderbot Diaries 


131 upvotes - 28 comments 


5) r/Fantasy * 1 yr. ago 


Bingo Review: The Murderbot Diaries #2, 3 and 4 (Artificial Condition, Rogue Protocol and Exit Strategy) 
by Martha Wells 


32 upvotes - 16 comments 


mG r/books * 1 yr. ago 
SPOILER 
Tell me why you like The Murderbot Diaries. 
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What Makes the Murderbot Diaries by Martha Wells so Good? 


253 upvotes - 71 comments 
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The Murderbot Diaries Any good? 


177 upvotes - 97 comments 


r/audiobooks * 27 days ago 


Dilemma: The Murderbot Diaries or Impact Winter? 


12 upvotes - 36 comments 
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SPOILER 
The Murderbot Diaries: Somehow better than what everyone says (very light spoilers) 


378 upvotes - 62 comments 
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SPOILER 
Trying to make sense of the killer in IBH (spoilers for all the Strike books) 


38 upvotes - 22 comments 
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Confused about what happened in All Systems Red - Murderbot Diaries 1 


4upvotes - 3 comments 
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Murderbot - Not sure | get the hype? 


179 upvotes - 164 comments 


ac) r/PubTips ¢ 2 yr. ago 
[QCrit] THE EMPRESS OF POSSIBILITY - adult contemporary fantasy (91k, first attempt) 


3 upvotes - 7 comments 
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The Murderbot Diaries is terrible. 


28 comments 


a) r/Fantasy « 5 yr. ago 


[Review] The Murderbot Diaries #1-4 by Martha Wells 
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Murderbot series on AppleTV 
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